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October is right around the corner, and it could be a busy month for the markets. We should have a
clearer picture of what (if anything) is happening with NAFTA talks, recreational pot sales will
commence, and there will also be some big companies reporting their earnings during the month.

Below are four stocks that I’d keep an eye on during the month that could be great buys.

Aphria (TSX:APH) is at the top of the list for a couple of reasons. The first is that as one of the top pot
stocks on the TSX, it will be impacted heavily marijuana legalization, which is slated for October 17.
While I’m not optimistic that we’ll see much in the way of pot sales right out of the gate, over the long
term that will certainly be a different story.

Secondly, I wouldn’t be surprised to see some sort of announcement from the company regarding
edibles and finding a dance partner of its own. We’ve seen deals and rumours relating to big beverage
makers and cannabis stocks hooking up, but nothing solid relating to Aphria just yet, and it’s likely only
a matter of time before we do.

Aphria is also expected to report its first-quarter earnings in October, and a good result could send the
stock soaring. It’ll be interesting to see whether the low-cost producer will be able to return to the black
after a disappointing Q4 that saw it record a net loss of $5 million.

Corus Entertainment (TSX:CJR.B) is finally showing signs of stability, and in September it was able
to generate some momentum as it looked to have finally found a bottom. Where the stock goes from
here depends a lot on how the company’s next earnings look. In Q3, Corus disappointed investors yet
again with an underperforming result and a big loss.

There’s still hope that Corus can turn things back around, but that has to start with a good fourth
quarter. In addition to profits, investors will be looking to see whether the company is able to find a way
to grow sales — something that’s proven to be a big challenge in recent quarters.

Canadian Pacific Railway (TSX:CP)(NYSE:CP) and Canadian National Railway (TSX:CNR)(
NYSE:CNI) both are expected to report their earnings in October, and they could be good indicators of
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where the economy is headed. It’s no coincidence that both CNR and CP have been doing well this
year alongside the economy, with the stocks up 10% and 19%, respectively.

With a lot of finished goods and raw materials transported by these two railway operators, an increase
in volumes is a welcome sign that the economy is continuing to chug along at a strong rate, while the
opposite could indicate that things are slowing down. NAFTA-related issues could impact how much is
shipped in and around Canada, as companies affected by tariffs could scale back production.

It will be interesting to see how well CP and CNR do in terms of financial performance and to see the
mix of what’s driving the results, as it could offer hints as to which sectors and industries might be
doing better than others.
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